
December 4:  LOVE - Communion will be served 

December 8:  Christmas Food Pantry 2-4pm 

                Meal and Caroling at SHC South Building, 6:00pm.   

    Sign up if you can help! 

December 11:  JOY 

December 15:  Christmas Food Pantry 2-4pm 

December 18: PEACE - Children’s Play 

December 24:  Christmas Eve Service 7:00pm 

   Pastor Tammi Hernandez Biggs preaching 

December 25:  Merry Christmas - 10am Worship Service 

   Carols and Lessons - led by SCC Leaders 

December Snapshot 2022 



Hello everyone!  
 
My name is Darin Youngs. I am excited to be able to serve as your Interim Pastor.  
 
I currently live in Otsego, Michigan, north of Kalamazoo.  I grew up in Otsego, graduating 
from Otsego public schools.  
 
I have been married to my wife, Patti, for about 30 years.  Patti's father, Norris Peterson, who 
has passed away, served as an Evangelical Covenant Pastor. Also, my father, David Youngs, 
served as a United Methodist pastor.   
 
Patti and I have 3 sons who are all in their 20's, named Wesley, Grant, and Garrison.  Wesley 
married Emma this year in April, and now we have a daughter-in-law, too.  
 
I presently work as an Outpatient Therapist for Pine Rest Christian Mental Health Services,   
at the Portage Clinic. I am a Licensed Professional Counselor, credentialed in the state of 
Michigan.  
 
I was ordained to Word & Sacrament in the Evangelical Covenant Church in June, 1998.  I 
have served as a pastor for about 21 years.  I also served as an Army National Guard chaplain.  
I graduated from Moody Bible Institute with a bachelor's degree in Pastoral Studies and from 
North Park Seminary with a Master's of Divinity. I hold a Master's of Professional Counseling 
and a Master's of Communication.  
 
I've served churches in Michigan, Pennsylvania, and Iowa.  I have also worked as a college 
professor, teaching communication, ethics, logic, and religion courses.  
I look forward to getting to know you!  
 
In Christ,  
Darin Youngs 

INTERIM PASTOR 



SCC Events in December 

3:Fellowship Hall reserved all day 

7:  Christmas Pantry Set Up11am-1pm 

8:  Christmas Food Pantry 2-4pm 

Caroling and Meal at SHC South Bld. 6:00pm 

10:  Men’s Breakfast  8:00am 

11:  Family Movie Night  6:00pm 

13:  Council Meeting  6:00pm 

14:  Christmas Pantry Set Up10am-12pm 

15:Christmas Food Pantry 2-4pm 

18:  Annual Reports due 

24:  Christmas Eve Service 7:00p 

25: Christmas Day  10am Worship Service 

25:  Office closed 

 

2022 Christmas Care Food Pantry 
 
The Christmas Care Pantry will be open on Thursdays, December 8 & 15 from   
2:00 til 4 pm, to help Christmas time be happier for needy Saranac-Clarksville area 
residents. Last year we served about 120 families/singles. We will be serving people in 
their cars at the Food Pantry Canopy entrance. People may choose only one of the 
days we are serving. 
 
Along with a generous food box, people will receive a ham or chicken, hamburger  and 
venison if they choose it, fresh fruit & vegetables and personal care & cleaning items. 
We will have some coats, bedding and other items available as well. If you know of 
someone who could benefit from this service, please call the church office,  
616-642-6322.  
 
Volunteers are needed on Wednesdays (Dec. 7 & 14 10am-12pm, if needed on the 
14th) to prepare for the following day. On Thursdays we need volunteers from 1:00 pm 
until 4:00. If you can give one hour or several, it all helps!!  Please sign up on the sheet 
in the narthex or Call Margaret C at 616-642-9818. Please pray for all concerned too.  
We appreciate everyone’s help to reach out to our neighbors in need with Christ’s love.  
Thank you, SCC Family!  

Merry Christmas 2022 
 
As we are coming into the Christmas season, we at 
Saranac Community Church have experienced 
some changes both in who is leading our church 
family and, I am sure, for many of us changes in our 
personal life.  Praise God that through all the 
changes we have a constant in our Lord and Savior 
Jesus Christ, the greatest gift ever given to 
us!   May you all feel Christ’s presence in all that 
you do during this Christmas season and for the 
year to come.  As we greet each other both in 
church and on the street in this season may we   
celebrate our Saviors birth with a true outpouring of 
Love.  Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year!   

 
Luke Brogger,  
 Moderator 



Becky’s Snapshot for Dec 2022 

Overflowing with Gratitude, Joy, Hope, and Love! 

Last Sunday was bittersweet as Ken and I led worship for the last time at SCC. It was 
hard to say goodbye. But then our hearts were lifted as we shared a delicious meal 
and moving night of fellowship at our wonderful farewell party with so many of you. 
THANK YOU, dear friends for the amazing send-off, thoughtful cards, generous gifts, 
and heartfelt hugs that covered us with love! Please know we dearly love you too!  
 
It’s been such a privilege and joy to be your Pastor for the past 11 years. It hasn’t    
always been easy, but it has always been good, for God has clearly been with us as 
we’ve journeyed together. You are such a faithful, loving, generous, compassionate, 
community-engaged, and mission-minded congregation. I will always treasure our 
time together and will keep you in my prayers in the days ahead. 
 
Thank you for your loving prayers for Ken, me, and my mom too as we head back 
east to NH where I’ll serve as a Chaplain of Covenant Living of Keene. While we’ll 
dearly miss you, we thank God for this opportunity to be closer to our children and the 
community where our marriage began. This new calling will also allow me to move a 
little slower and focus on pastoral care (my deepest passion). 
 
As I leave, it brings me great joy to know God’s church in Saranac is so stable, 
healthy, and alive. What a joy to celebrate 5 baptisms and 11 new members this 
month! What a blessing to know you already have an Interim Pastor in place.       
Welcome Pastor Darin Youngs! And Praise the Lord who is ever so faithful!  
God is so good!! 

 

 



As I preached last Sunday, I hope you will continue to see “Blessings as challenges, 
and challenges as blessings!” And I urge you to remember your God-given identity as 
people who are…… 

Saved by Christ!  
Rejoice in the blessing of God’s amazing grace! And embrace the chal-
lenge to keep growing in your faith! Daily dig into God’s word and welcome 
the work of the Holy Spirit. Commit to an on-going path of discipleship so 
you may be formed more and more into Christ’s likeness. 
Remember you are Connected by Love! 
Rejoice in the blessing of your love for one another as brothers and sisters 
in Christ! Respect and support your faithful leaders. Remember your identi-
ty as a Church Family. And embrace the challenge to stay connected in dif-
ficult times. Speak to one another with grace and truth. And keep develop-
ing leaders: make disciples who make disciples! 
Remember you are Called to Care! 
Rejoice in the blessing of God’s faithful, abundant provision. Welcome the 
challenge to generously share your time, talents, and treasures with people 
in need. Let people know the reason you love them is because God first 
loved us! As we hear in 1 Peter 3:15: 

“
Always be prepared to give an an-

swer to everyone who asks you to give the reason for the hope that you 
have. But do this with gentleness and respect.” Joyfully share the Good 
News of Jesus Christ!  

 
In that spirit, this is my prayer for you…..“May the God of hope fill you with all joy and 
peace as you trust in him, so that you may overflow with hope by the power of the 
Hold Spirit”  Romans 15:13 
 
Dear Friends, may God be with you ‘til we meet again! 
 
With Thanks, Joy, Hope, and Love In Christ! 
Becky Poor (No longer your Pastor, but always your sister In Christ) 



Welcome to our Newest Members 

Perry Cook:  Perry grew up in Grand Rapids.  She enjoys trail riding, yoga, cooking and reading.  She is looking 

forward to Bible studies, retreats and participating in the golf outing.  Perry was baptized on Nov. 27. 

Dale and Julia Hice:  Dale grew up in in Big Rapids and has lived in Saranac since the late ‘80s.  His interests 

are in farming, firefighting and family.  He was baptized on Oct. 30.   Julia grew up in Grand Rapids and enjoys 

spending time with their family.  Her favorite Bible passage is Philippians 4:4-7.  Julia and Dale have 2         

children, Abbie and Dale III.   

Ken Morgan is new to Saranac but grew up in the Ionia area.  His favorite scripture is Romans 10-13.  He has 

already signed up to help with the Christmas Food Pantry!  Ken was baptized on Nov. 20. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

       Todd and Carly           Julie and Dale      Perry           Ken                           Ed and Gracia 
                     Rosenberger             Hice                Cook         Morgan                         Tichelaar 
 

 

Todd and Carly Rosenberger: Carly grew up in Saranac.  She enjoys baking/cooking, reading, sports - she is a 

Steelers and a Red Wings fan.  She enjoys spending time with her family/friends and their dogs.  Her favorite 

verse is 1 Corinthians 13:4-8.  She has been helping with the powerpoint on Sunday, and looks forward to 

helping in other areas also.   She was baptized on Nov. 20.  Todd grew up in Hastings.  He enjoys being        

outdoors - hunting, fishing, camping and sports.  He enjoys helping others.  His favorite story is “The Good 

Samaritan”.  He is already helping with sound on Sundays.  Todd and Carly have a daughter Kelcee too. 

Ed and Gracia Tichelaar came to Saranac from Ada.  Ed enjoys hunting, shooting, farming, beekeeping, gar-

dening, bowling and pig roasting for various events.  His favorite verse is John 3:16.  Gracia  enjoys canning, 

baking, sewing, flowers, gardening, sharing ways to preserve food, sewing clothes for kids.  Her favorite verse 

is also John 3:16.  She is looking forwards to making new friends here, cooking, bringing veggies to the Food 

Pantry and helping when needed. 



Susan (SZQ) Hunter grew up in Grand Ledge. She likes to sew (industrial and domestic) and does custom 

leather sewing.  She loves to drive her Harley Davidson Lowrider when she gets a chance.  Susan loves to 

bake/cook, raise bunnies and work at the animal shelter.  She looks forward to helping with Sunday          

refreshments and other areas as needed.  She has also been involved in BSF for years. 

   John and Sharon     Susan (SZQ) 
            Ross                     Hunter 

John and Sharon Ross:  John and Sharon have lived in Saranac since 1998.  

John grew up in Ohio and he enjoys gardening, woodworking, history and 

camping.  His favorite Bible story is about the Prodigal Son.  He has not    

decided yet where he would like to get involved.  Sharon grew up in Grand 

Haven.  She enjoys reading, writing, gardening, embroidery, and chickens 

and rabbits.  She has led spiritual formation studies and retreats, and       

currently teaches at Cornerstone.  Her favorite Bible story is of Hagar        

encountering     El Roi (the God who Saves).  She is already leading the Grief 

Group at SCC and would additionally like to help with discipling, pastoral 

care, reading on Sundays and possibly preaching on occasion. 



thanksgiving and honor and power and might be to our God forever and 

One way we can stay Connected by Love is thru prayer!  

As  James 5:16 says “...confess your sins to each other and 
pray  for each other so that  you may be Healed.  The 
prayer of a righteous person is  powerful and effective. “ 
 

                                                                                
Dec. 8 - Caroling and Meal at the  

Saranac Housing Commission 

With Better Together 4 Saranac 
 

Please sign up in the narthex if you can  

bring something. 

This Week’s Prayer Needs:   
The Poors as they move to New Hampshire 

Pray for our nation and other countries - Ukraine 

Special Members of the Week:  Jan Renwick, Eleanor Talcott 

SCC Leader of the Week:  James Merrifield, Council Secretary 

Saranac Area Businesses:  Joe’s Place 

Community Groups:  Our Village workers who decorate our town for 

   Christmas and maintain our streets. 

Church of the Week:  City Covenant Church Detroit 

Our Church Leaders, Government and Military 

 

 
 
 

PJ’s , popcorn and family fun 

on Dec. 11 @ 6pm. 
Come join us for “The STAR” movie where a 

small but brave donkey and his animal 

friends become the unsung heroes of the first 

Christmas. 



Medical: 

AJ Baker 

Barbara Barry 

Sawyer & Daxton Blain 

Sharon Blanchard 

Nora Bogaslaski 

Brennan Brown 

Jack Cisler 

Ronald Clouse 

Gary Courey 

Norris & Barbara Cove 

Emma Dawson 

Rosalie DeYoung 

David Downs 

Bob Dunton 

Valerie Emelander 

Barb Estes 

Joyce Hamp 

Patricia Hamp 

Winnie Holmes 

Nancy Justice 

Marie Kellogg 

Joel Kirby 

Lasby Family 

Frank Leasure 

Aliviah Maag 

Eva Maile 

Terri McCready 

Chris Meyer 

Kim Miller 

Brady Onstwedder 

Nancy Polly 

Dave Precord 

Jim Precord 

Nichole Precord 

Patrick Rieth 

Joel Seguna 

Carl Simmons 

Karen Simmons 

Jess Spychiger 

Harvey & Estelle Stark 

Karen Taylor 

Dave Washburn 

Tom Westbrook 

Colin & Eleanor  

      Williams 

Scott Zeeryp 

 

Cancer: 

Larry Biggs 

Edward Bignall      

Sara Bowen    

David Briest 

Pam Briest 

Sue Chipman 

Dave & Sherry Conley 

Paula DeYoung    

Brad Edwards 

Tori Finazzi 

Chuck Haskins 

Karen Haskins           

Kira Hensley           

Steven Hodgkins      

Bruce & Valerie Hubble  

Eugene Jones     

Ann Meyers  

Matt Moore   

Pat Moore 

Bryce Stewart 

Military 

Friends: 
Riley Bedard 

Zach Bevington 

Kristin Carl 

Jasmine Chadwick 

Kameron Conroe 

Travis Denny 

Alec Doll 

Ethan Ettinger 

Tyler Gorby 

Landon Hall 

Audra Hawkins 

Hope Helminski 

Kyle Hill 

Levi Jackson 

Jared Johnson 

Tyler Johnson 

Ben Littlejohn 

Andy Lytle 

Ian Manion 

Trey Matthews 

Kami Maust 

Charlie Miller 

Patrick Miller 

Maverick Musser 

Jon Powers 

Richie Sands 

Mitchell Simmons 

Ryan Sweet 

Brian Swiger 

Conor Talcott 

Cody Westbrook 

Robert Westover 

Jim Whittum 

Jayne Wilson 

Bryant Zander 

 

SCC Monthly Prayer List 



 

Mention Saranac Community Church 

when you donate to Mel Trotter and they 

will give us gift cards for people in need. 

It’s a win-win for all! 

Use RaiseRight Scrip for your Christmas shopping and gift giving. 
Due date for our next RaiseRight scrip gift card order is Sunday, December 11th, which will be 
available Thursday, December 15th at the church office. Delivery of cards can also be arranged.  
Contact Mark with your order or order online by visiting www.raiseright.com.  Contact the Scrip     
coordinator if you need Saranac Community Church’s enrollment code. It is very easy to do this and 
your order is automatically sent to our church scrip coordinator. You may also bring your payment to 
church or pay online for a small 15¢ fee. Remember, you can reload or print many cards at any 
time during the month if you enroll in PrestoPay. Use the RaiseRight scrip phone app to make      
ordering easier. Scrip also now offers the option of having select gift cards shipped directly to you 
any time during the month for an additional fee. There are usually a limited number of Meijer and 
Speedway scrip cards available for purchase in the church office as well. If you have any  
questions on how this program works please contact Scrip Coordinator Mark Fritsma 
(MarkF@wowway.com).  Earn rebates to reduce the cost of sending SCC kids to Portage Lake, 
Branch Adventures or a similar camp.  We also anticipate that UNITE (CHIC) will occur again 
sometime in the near future.  You can still participate and help build the scholarship fund 
even if you do not have a camp aged child. We also consider scholarship requests for church 
related functions, such as retreats and mission trips, from adults as well. Next scrip order due 
date is January 8th. 

 DECEMBER 

BIRTHDAYS 

06 -Scott Klahn 

09    -     Mark Gillette 

15 - MacKenzie Roberts 

17 - Margaret Chadwick 

20    -     Stacy Amaro 

21 - Tom Westbrook  

24 - Jim Loser 

  Dorothy McMaster 

Let the office know if you would like to be  

included on our list. 

http://www.shopwithscrip.com/
https://mailto:MarkF@wowway.com/


SEEK CHRIST TOGETHER In WORSHIP       
SUNDAY’S  at 10am in person or on the        

SCC  Facebook page 
Please join us for worship on Sunday’s by logging onto 
the Saranac Community Church Facebook page at 
10am. 

Interim Pastor:  Darin Youngs 

Secretary:  Kathy Hawkins  

 churchoffice@saranacchurch.org ~ 642-6322 

Office hours:  Monday-Thurs 9am-1pm, Fri 9am-12pm 

 

Bring your pop cans in to 

support the Alzheimer’s    

Association.  If you have a lot and 

would like them picked up, just let the 

office know. 

Calling all men of Saranac Community Church,  
on December 10th at 8:00 AM we will be having    
breakfast in the church basement.  Come, be fed 
with a good meal and then a bible study.  We do 
our best to keep the total time to one hour.  It 
would be great to have as many of us as possible 
come so we can get to know each other better.   
Please let us know if you will be able to make it  
so we can plan the food.   Look forward to seeing 
you!  

TODAY’S Volunteers    

Lay Leader: Virgil Biggs  Reader:  Terri McCready 

Praise Team:  Nancy Downs, Bob Krieger 

Singers:  Terri Powers, Virgil Biggs, Jim Lóser 

Tech Team:   Todd and Carly Rosenberger 

Ushers:   Ron and JoAnn Reagan 

Acolytes:  Ushers will assign 

Nursery:   Mary Williams 

Children’s Worship - children are upstairs today 

             12/11:  Ed Culver, Lynn Kaufman 

                        Connie Biggs, Brayden Lasby 

Refreshments:  Darcy Benjamin, Nancy Benjamin 


