
SCC Events in March 

1: Pastoral Relation Meeting  5:00pm 

6: Sacraments & Visitation Meeting 6:00pm 

7:  Christian Formation Meeting  

11:  Finding Your Why 10am-4pm 

12: Building & Grounds Meeting 

14: Council Meeting  6:00pm 

16: BT4S Dinner at SHS 6:00pm 

19:  All Church Movie Night 6:00pm 

20: American Red Cross Blood Drive  

12:30pm- 6:15pm register at www.redcross.org 

 

 

Saranac Community Church  

March 2023 Snapshot  

 

SUNDAY’S VOLUNTEERS 

Lay Leader:  Tricia Lóser   Reader:  Rhonda Lasby 

Praise Team:  Nancy Downs, Bob Krieger 

Singers:  Terri Powers, Dean Gage, Jim Lóser,  

  Melody Dotson 

Tech Team:   Todd Rosenberger, Bob Hemmingsen 

Ushers:   Dave Benjamin, Harvey Flanagan 

Acolytes:  Ushers will assign 

Nursery:   tbd 

Children’s Worship: Margaret Chadwick, Jacob Bush 

                               Laura Reffitt, Brayden Lasby 

Refreshments:  Darcy Benjamin, Nancy Benjamin 

Sunday’s Sermon:  Lean into God’s Presence 

  Psalm 42:1-8 John 14:15-21 

March 5:  Demonstrate Our Union with Christ by Living in Victory 

  Romans 6:1-10 Psalms 139:7-14        Communion will be served 

http://www.redcross.org


Renew Our Strength by Placing Our Hope in the Lord 

Pastor Darin Youngs 

 

Renewable sources of energy are a big concern in our world today.  Along with the ones that 

we are likely to be familiar with, such as wind power, solar power, and water power, there are some 

unusual ones.  How about alligator fat, for example? About 15 million pounds of alligator fat is thrown 

away each year.  Research suggests that it could be easily turned into biodiesel fuel. It also works 

better than lard from other animals. Using alligator fat could help reduce the amount of soybeans  

that are used for energy. Also, alligators are not an endangered species, unlike their cousins, the 

crocodiles.  

We live in a world in which environmental concern is slowly growing, which is a very good 

thing! However, we also live in a world in which people are often unconcerned about how to renew 

their spiritual strength.  Fortunately, the answer to this source of energy is very clear in Scripture. It is 

God!  The Lord is the wellspring of the unending supply of spiritual energy for each one of us who is 

willing to receive it!  

In Isaiah 40, God comforts Israel, speaking through the prophet. The passage paints a picture 

of the Lord returning to Jerusalem and the land of Israel in power.  In vs. 12, we read that the Lord 

“has measured the waters in the hollow of His hand” (NIV).  Also, we read that God has “…weighed 

the mountains on the scales…” One internet source I found stated that Mount Everest weighs around 

357 trillion pounds!  Now the point of this verse is to poetically describe the power and knowledge 

that the Lord has, which is truly amazing.   

God is more than just powerful, the holder of ultimate knowledge.  Isaiah 40:11 tells us that he 

has a shepherd’s heart; “He tends his flock like a shepherd. He gathers the lambs in His arms and 

carries them close to His heart.  He gently leads those that have young”.  The “flock” that is being 

referred to here is God’s people, the young ones, the weak ones, and those who are encumbered by 

their care for others.  
 

Recognize God as Our Source of Strength 

 It is vital that we recognize God as our source of strength in our lives.  Vs. 30 tells us, “even 

youths grow tired and weary, and young men stumble and fall…” (NIV). The point of this is that no 

matter how strong we are, we will run out of physical, mental, emotional, relational, and spiritual 

strength if we look to ourselves as our main source.  We get weary, angry, guilty, ashamed,          

discouraged, and frustrated. Our self-esteem plummets.  

 Fortunately, vs. 29 tells us that the Lord “…gives strength to the weary and increases the 

power of the weak.”.  We can go to the Lord in prayer and tell him that we need His help. Based     

on this passage, we can have confidence that we will receive it. However, it requires a change in 

thinking, a cessation of looking to ourselves for strength and instead turning to the Lord.  

 Next, it is essential that we place our hope upon the Lord. Look at the promise we have in   

vs. 31, should we decide to hope in the Lord; “they will renew their strength.” Hope is optimism      

infused by the Holy Spirit.  It is a determined belief that God is still more powerful than anything we 

face. He will keep his promise to give us strength if we hope in Him.  

 Where is your true source of spiritual strength today? Is it yourself, or is it the Lord?  Turning 

to Jesus our Savior for our true source of spiritual strength through prayer and reliance upon Him is a 

way to gain a never-ending wellspring that will power our resilience and hope.  



thanksgiving and honor and power and might be to our God forever and 

One way we can stay Connected by Love is thru     
prayer! As  James 5:16 says “...confess your sins to  
each other and pray  for each other so that  you may 
be Healed.  The prayer of a righteous person is       
powerful and effective. “ 
 

 

 

This Week’s Prayer Needs 

Carolyn Westbrook, Terri McCready, Ken Morgan, Kelly Becker 

Turkey and Syria 

  Special Members of the Week:  Darcy Benjamin, Larry Biggs 

  SCC Leaders of the Week:  Marcia Culver 

             Co-Chair of Sacraments and Visitation 

   Saranac Area Businesses:  Red Beard PC Repair 

   Community Group of the Week:  Hooper Printing, with thanks for   

   signage, brochures and creative work over many years. 

   Church of the Week:  Mosaic Church 

   Government and Military Friends around the world 

 

 

 

 

  2 - James Merrifield 

  7 - Rosalie DeYoung  

       Nancy Helminski 

    10 - Marcia Culver 

    13 - Tami Coulson 

    17 - Jillian Merrifield 

    18 - Natalie Bush 

    23 - Ed Culver 

 

Please let the office know if you would like to be 

included on our birthday list. 



Medical: 

Barbara Barry 

Kelley Becker 

Sawyer & Daxton Blain 

Sharon Blanchard 

Emma Dawson 

David Downs 

Bob Dunton 

 

Valerie Emelander 

Barb Estes 

Nancy Justice 

Lasby Family 

Bella Lasby 

Frank Leasure 

Aliviah Maag 

 

Patrick Rieth 

Joel Seguna 

Carl Simmons 

Karen Simmons 

Jess Spychiger 

Harvey & Estelle Stark 

Karen Taylor 

 

Dave Washburn 

Colin & Eleanor  

      Williams 

Scott Zeeryp 

 

Cancer: 

Larry Biggs 

Edward Bignall      

David Briest 

Pam Briest 

Dave Conley 

 

 

Paula DeYoung    

Brad Edwards 

Chuck Haskins 

Karen Haskins           

Kira Hensley           

 

 

Steven Hodgkins      

Bruce & Valerie Hubble  

Eugene Jones     

Terri McCready 

Ann Meyers  

 

 

Matt Moore   

Pat Moore 

Bryce Stewart 

Lenny Venneman Jr. 

Carolyn Westbrook 

Military 

Friends: 
Riley Bedard 

Zach Bevington 

Kristin Carl 

Jasmine Chadwick 

Kameron Conroe 

Travis Denny 

Alec Doll 

Ethan Ettinger 

Tyler Gorby 

Landon Hall 

Audra Hawkins 

Kyle Hill 

Levi Jackson 

Jared Johnson 

Tyler Johnson 

Ben Littlejohn 

Andy Lytle 

Ian Manion 

Trey Matthews 

Kami Maust 

Charlie Miller 

Patrick Miller 

Maverick Musser 

Jon Powers 

Richie Sands 

Mitchell Simmons 

Ryan Sweet 

Brian Swiger 

Conor Talcott 

Cody Westbrook 

Robert Westover 

Jim Whittum 

Jayne Wilson 

Bryant Zander 

 

SCC Monthly Prayer List 



SEEK CHRIST TOGETHER In WORSHIP       
SUNDAY’S  at 10am in person or on the        

SCC  Facebook page 
Please join us for worship on Sunday’s by logging onto 
the Saranac Community Church Facebook page at 
10am. 

Interim Pastor:  Darin Youngs 

Secretary:  Kathy Hawkins  

 churchoffice@saranacchurch.org ~ 642-6322 

Office hours:  Monday-Thurs 9am-1pm, Fri 9am-12pm 

 

The next blood drive will be on March 20.  Go 

to redcross.org to set up an appointment. 

Due date for our next RaiseRight scrip gift card order is Sunday, March 19th, which will be available       
Thursday, March 23rd at the church office. This is one week later than usual. Delivery of cards can also be 
arranged. Contact Mark with your order or order online by visiting www.raiseright.com. Contact the Scrip 
coordinator if you need Saranac Community Church’s enrollment code. It is very easy to do this and your  
order is automatically sent to our church scrip coordinator. You may also bring your payment to church or 
pay online for a small 29¢ fee. Remember, you can reload or print many cards at any time during the month 
if you enroll in PrestoPay. Use the RaiseRight scrip phone app to make ordering easier. Scrip also now offers 
the option of having select gift cards shipped directly to you any time during the month for an additional 
fee. There are usually a limited number of Meijer and Speedway scrip cards available for purchase in the 
church office as well. If you have any questions on how this program works please contact Scrip Coordinator 
Mark Fritsma (MarkF@wowway.com). Earn rebates to 
reduce the cost of sending SCC kids to Portage Lake, 
Branch Adventures or a similar camp. We are also 
hopeful that UNITE (CHIC) will occur again sometime 
in the near future. You can still participate and help 
build the scholarship fund even if you do not have a 
camp aged child. We also consider scholarship re-
quests for church related functions, such as retreats 
and mission trips, from adults as well. Next month’s 
scrip order deadline is April 9th.  

redcross.org
http://www.raiseright.com/
mailto:MarkF@wowway.com

