Saranac Community Church Weekly Newsletter November 21, 2025

TOGETH
IN FAITH

Saved by Christ, Connected by Love, Called to Care Saved by €

Saranac Community Church
o ted by L 'L to Ca

Sunday Service
“Bless Others by Praying”

Pastor Ethan Tews
23 November 2025, 10:00am

At creation, God made humans in his image and blessed them. Later, God told Abram that all Readings:
nations on earth would be blessed through him. And in the New Testament, Jesus tells his disciples
that the poor in spirit, the meek, the merciful, the pure in heart, and the peacemakers are blessed,
while Peter calls believers to be a blessing to others. Christians are called to bless others by the
amazing grace, abundant love, and eternal salvation we have in Jesus Christ. The first step in this
process is praying for them.

o Ephesians 1:15-23
o Acts 26:19-29

Music Selections:

e “Now Thank We All Our God”

* “Good and Gracious King"
This Week at SCC o “The Lord Bless You and Keep

November 21: AA Meeting, 8:00 PM You”
November 23:

. Blessing of the Shoe Boxes . .

. Table Talk following the service Bible Studies

November 27: Happy Thanksgiving! The office will be closed. Sundays:
. Men’s Bible Study, 8:30 AM

November 23"“ SUNDAY, VOLUNTEERS

Wednesdays:

Lay Leader: Virgil Biggs o Ladies Bible Study, 9:30 AM

Reader: Marlene Denny

Praise Team: Nancy Downs, Bob Krieger, Dean Gage Jr
Singers: Melody Dotson, Terri Powers, Jim Ldser, Chris Roberts
Tech Team: Brent DeVries, Breia DeVries, Brien Simpson (V)
Greeters: Bruce & Margaret Chadwick

Ushers: Dan Kaufman & Robert Williams

Children’s Worship: Ed Culver/Dale Hice Ill & Connie Biggs
Nursery: Teresa Krieger

Refreshments: Marcia Culver & Nancy Benjamin


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GSIVy72mpK4&list=RDGSIVy72mpK4&start_radio=1
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GSIVy72mpK4&list=RDGSIVy72mpK4&start_radio=1
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zS-XBEAyIjI&list=RDzS-XBEAyIjI&start_radio=1
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zS-XBEAyIjI&list=RDzS-XBEAyIjI&start_radio=1
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The Food Pantry is need of supplies to be able to help those
in our community that are in need. We will be collecting
items for the Pantry on Nov 23rd and 30th. There will be a
grocery cart in the Narthex to put your donated items. Please

see the list below:

- Toilet Paper

- Shampoo, no cream rinse

- Hand Soap, liquid or bar

- Dish Soap

- Dry cake, cookie or brownie
mixes

SARANAC COMMUNITY CHURCH IS INTRODUCING

- Toothpaste

- Toothbrushes

- Deodorant

- Kleenex, single packs
accepted

- Wrapped candy

Table Talk
Nov 231 after the
service
See Kailee Pennock
for more
information




Men’s Breakfast
mec.;:16t£ at 8:00 AM

Christmas Cookie exchahge' Sign up in the welcome center.
Bake 3-4 dozen (I will have a better count after 12/7 service) of
your favorite cookie recipe. On Sunday the 14th after service,
11:20 ish, we will meet in the fellowship hall for anyone who
brought cookies and exchange our favorites. You will go home
with a tray full of new cookies to try or share with whomever
you'd like. Sign up and share your recipe to Kailee Pennock by
12/7. Everyone who participates will go home with a booklet of
new cookie recipes to try as well as a sample of it!! A fun way to

Sunday, December 7"

* 12:00-4:00pm
HIRRY CIRSTRAS
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Commission Meetings

Dec 2" at 6:00 PM:

» Christian Formation

* Music & Worship, (virtual)

+ Missions & Evangelism

Dec 3':

« Sacraments & Visitation, 4:30 PM
 Pastoral Relations, 5:00 PM

Buildings &
Grounds
Commission
Meeting Dec 7t
after church!

Council Meeting,
Dec 9t at 6:00 PM
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“Pray without

i ceasing.”
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Cancer: Medical Needs:
IE;SlaB%V;\e(;Sun g Kelley Becker Valerie Emelander Karen Taylor
Sawyer & Daxton Blain  Stan Hagemeyer Patsy Veenstra
Brad Edwards Catherine Cove Bob Hemmingsen Carol Washburn
Jim Plotts Emma Dawson Dana Lepien Dave Washburn
Craig Schiller David & Mancy Downs  James Merrifield Randalyne Westbrook
Robert Shepherd *Micki® (4-year old with  Christopher Piche Colin Williams
Lenny Venneman leukemia) David Seymour Scott Zeeryp
Mela Dotson Jess Spychiger

Stephanie Voland

Teresa, co-worker of Bob H. Harvey & Estelle Stark

(If prayers have been answered and therefore someone
needs to be removed from these lists above, please let the office know.)

UPDATES: This list reflects current needs that we are aware of. Please contact the office if your
name (or the name of your loved one/friend) should be on the list. Also let us know if names can be
removed. (We will need permission prior to posting any prayer requests.) THANK YOU!

LI

Military Friends
Riley Bedard Tyler Johnson Mitchell Simmons
Zach Bevington Andy Lytle Brian Swiger
Kristin Carl lan Manion Conor Talcott
Jasmine Chadwick Trey Matthews Cody Westbrook
Tyler Gorby Charlie Miller Robert Westover
Landon Hall Patrick Miller Jim Whittum
Audra Hawkins Maverick Musser Jayne Wilson
Kyle Hill Jon Powers Bryant Zander
Levi Jackson Richie Sands

Jared Johnson Nathan Scheid



PRAYER WARRIORS NEEDED!
One way we can stay Connected by Love is thru prayer! As James §:16 says
“...confess your sins to each other and pray for each other so that you may be healed.
The prayer of a righteous person is powerful and effective.*

This Week’s Prayer Needs
Bob Hemmingsen, Ginger Roberts, Tara Bustos (Pastor Ethan's cousin)
Heather Bush (Sister-in-law of Rob Bush), Tyler (friend of Pastor Ethan)
Judith Scholten (Terri Powers’ mother)
Peace, cessation of hostilities, and protection for the people of
Israel, Gaza, Ukraine, Russia, and Sudan

Special People of the Week: Bob & Heather Hemmingsen

SCC Leaders of the Week: Dale Hice, Chair of Buildings & Grounds

Group of the Week: Saranac Area Musicians and Singers (SAMS) for their beautiful concerts and donations to
the Food Pantry and Toys-for-Tots in lonia

Government and Military Friends around the world

| Novemben

25th Chris Parks

27th Rhyley Reffitt
30th Dean Gage, Jr

Happy
Birthdayl g

5th Luke Cavanaugh
8th  Julie Hice

9th Mark Gillette
12th Dale Hice, 1|

2025 Christmas Food Pantry

The Christmas Food Pantry will be open on three Thursdays, December 4™, 11" and 18", from 2:00-4:00
PM, to help Christmas-time be happier for needy Saranac-Clarksville area residents. If you know of
someone who could benefit from this service, please call the church office at 616-642-6322 or email at
churchoffice@saranacchurch.org. Thank you for donating foods and special items to our grocery carts in
the upstairs lobby.

Volunteers are needed on Wednesdays: December 3 and 11", 12:00-3:00 PM to prepare for the following
day. On Thursdays we need volunteers from 1:00-4:00 PM to serve the people. If you can give one hour or
several, it all helps!! Please sign up on the sheets in the volunteer station or call me at 616-642-9818. We
appreciate every-one’s help in reaching out to our neighbors in need with Christ’s love.

Thank you, SCC Family!
Margaret Chadwick


mailto:churchoffice@saranacchurch.org
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Movember 2025
Dear Fellow Servants of Christ,

As you gather for your congregation’s Annual Mecting it is a privilege to greet vou on behalf of
the 74 churches in the eight states that make up the Great Lakes Conference of Covenant
Churches. [ join the Apostle Peter in saying to you, “Grace and peace be vours in abundance
through the knowledge of God and of Jesus our Lord ™

| am grateful for your church's work to serve your neighbors, lead people into the loving arms of
Jesus, help people grow in Christlikeness, train people for acts of service in Jesus' name and
suppert the mission of God in your own community, the region we live in, and around the world.
I am also prateful for your chureh’s coniributions to the Grest Lakes Conference and the larger
Evangelical Covenant Church so that together — in a three strand strong partnership — we may
continue to see more disciples among more populations in a more caring and just world.

Duriing the past year our partnership enabled us to nurture our most recent church plants,
including New Evangel Covenant Chureh and Life Church Riverside in Detroit, M1, New Wine
Covenant Church in Mason, MI, Life Transformation Church in Columbus, OH, and Mosaic
Chureh in Grand Rapids, M1, arid to lay the groundwork for as many as three new church plants
in the next |8 months. Our parinership enabled us to provide missional vitality workshops in
local churches, vitality coaching, evangelism and outreach training, and leadership development
experiences to pastors and lay leaders to help their churches sustain or regain missional traction.
It enabled us to support new pastors in the credentialing process and care for pastors who
experienced acute financial or emotional distress so they could remain healthy and whole in
ministry. And it enabled us to help churches navigate serious conflict, prepare churches for
pastoral transitions and ceach churches through pastoral search processes to find their next
pastor. Finally, because of the good work we do together, we received three new churches into
full membership in the Conference and the ECC: Lighthouse Covenant Church in Richmond,
KY, City Church Cleveland, in Cleveland, OH, and Life Church Riverside, in Detroit, M1, It
was another good year of ministry together.

As we enter the new year may your church expenience the grace of Jesus in vour life wopether,
the wisdem of God as you seek his guidance, and the power of the Spirit to fulfill your Kingdom
calling. May God bless you richly as you serve together in Jesus' name.

Gratefully, and on behalf of our Conference Board and Staff,

Aot Mte L

Garth MeGirath
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SUPERINTENDENT DIRECTOR GF CHURCH PLANTING MiSSioMAL VITALITY LIAMSORN CoMPEREMCE ADMMISTRATOR

GARTHFORFATLASES OO LA L T L e LT LD B el U T U ) L, B, S JOED Y EGOE A TLARTE, -8



UPCOMING EVENTS AT SCC

November 30™ First day of the season of Advent
December 2nd: Commission Meetings, 6:00 PM
e Christian Formation
e Music & Worship (virtual)

e Missions & Evangelism The deadline for Sunday
December 3rd: Commission Meetings Announcements & Weekly Newsletter
* Sacraments & Visitation, 4:30 PM Information is Thursdays at noon.

e Pastoral Relations, 5:00 PM

December 4th: Food Pantry, 2:00-4:00 PM

December 6™ Men’s Breakfast, 8:00 AM

December 7
e Buildings & Grounds Commission Meeting following the service
o Lay Leader Meeting following the service in the Growing Room
e Parents’ Night Off, 12:00-4:00 PM

December 9" Council Meeting, 6:00 PM

December 14™
e Ushers Meeting following the service in the Growing Room
e Cookie Exchange following the service in the Fellowship Hall

Prayer Requests

If you are NOT receiving weekly
announcements and/or prayer chain
information and would like to, please

616-642-6322 or
Email:

complete the form located in the
church office or contact Jim Léser at
the email or phone number listed
under “Contact Information.”

Contact Information

Pastor: Ethan Tews (pastorethan@saranacchurch.org)
 Pastor’s Working Days: Mon-Thur, Saturday (off on Fridays)

Family Ministry Leader: Kailee Pennock (kpennock@saranacchurch.org)
 Office Hours: Mon-Thur 9:00 AM-2:00 PM; Friday remote

Office Manager: Jim Léser (churchoffice@saranacchurch.org)

Office Hours This Week: Mon, 12:00-4:00 PM; Tues, 9:00 AM-2:00 PM

Phone: 616-642-6322

Website: www.saranacchurch.org

Call the Church Office:

churchoffice@saranacchurch.org


http://www.saranacchurch.org/



